FRINTON  AND  WALTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  1954 


Printed  by 

The  Standard  Printing  and  Publishing  Co. 
High  Street , Dovercourt 


i 


Frinton  and  Walton 
Urban  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
A.  C.  SOUTH,  j.p. 


Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council 
R.  L.  MANN 


Public  Health  Committee 
Chairman 
R.  L.  MANN 

Vice-Chairman 
Mrs.  C.  A.  COOPER,  C.C. 

A.  C.  SOUTH,  J.P.  A.  R.  NICHOLLS 
E.  V.  ATKINSON  L.  H.  BOUSTRED 

A.  GIBSON  W.  SPENCER  WILSON 

A.  W.  MANLEY 


COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH  MATTERS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Public  Health  Committee  Estates  and  Works  Committee 


1 


FRINTON  & WALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  House, 

Frinton-on-Sea. 
August , 1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Frinton  and  Walton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cooper  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  which  deals 
with  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
for  the  year  1954. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  used 
as  an  index  of  the  general  health  of  the  population,  may  again  be 
said  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  was  particularly  low,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit 
to  hospital  five  only  of  the  forty-three  cases  that  occurred.  We 
cannot  expect  the  same  comparative  immunity  from  such  disease 
in  the  following  year. 

Other  features  of  the  Report  include  the  continued  decline  in 
the  total  number  of  births,  the  figure  for  this  year  being  the  lowest 
since  the  end  of  the  late  war.  The  national  birth  rate  shows  a 
similar  trend.  On  the  other  hand  the  death  rate  for  the  district  is 
particularly  low,  which  is  in  part  a reflection  of  the  salubrious 
environment  that  the  residents  enjoy. 

Much  attention  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  question  of 
food  hygiene,  and  routine  bacteriological  examination  of  confect- 
tionery  yielded  many  unsatisfactory  reports  but  as  a result,  we  were 
able  to  prevail  on  certain  proprietors  to  adopt  different  and  safer 
techniques  in  the  preparation  of  such  food. 

To  secure  the  implementation  of  good  food  hygiene  principles 
it  is  necessary  to  impart  a knowledge  to  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
which  will  give  them  an  understanding  of  the  subject.  Explanation 
and  advice  are  of  more  lasting  value  than  the  label,  the  lecture,  or 
the  lavatory  poster,  although  these  play  their  part,  but  must  be 
backed  by  an  understanding  of  the  reasons  for  personal  cleanliness. 
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To  know  why  we  advise  “ now  wash  your  hands  ” is  of  more 
importance  than  the  mere  exhortation,  and  in  this  respect  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  key  advisor  and  educator.  He  is  in  contact 
with  those  who  can  understand  and  implement  such  principles,  and 
the  many  improvements  that  have  gradually  been  brought  about 
are  in  no  small  measure  due  to  his  keen  interest  and  informed 
activity. 

In  presenting  this  report  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
support  during  the  year,  and  also  to  express  my  thanks  for  the 
help  and  co-operation  T have  received  from  the  various  officers  of 
the  Council. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  L.  Groarke, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  MEMORANDUM 

Urban  District  of Frinton  and  Walton 

Area  in  acres 6,293 

Population : 

1951  Census  . . . 8,448 

1954  Registrar  General’s  estimate  8,330 

Density  of  Estimated  Population  per  acre  . 1.3 

Rateable  Value £113,244 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  £458 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 3,150 

Total  Live  Births 79 

Birth  Rate  9.5 

Birth  Rate  corrected 12.2 

Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  .....  15.2 

Total  Still  Births I 

Still  Birth  Rate 12.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ....  23.4 

Total  Deaths 115 

Death  Rate  (crude) 13.8 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 8.9 

Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales) 11.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  l year  of  age  ....  4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 50.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  . 25.5 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births 

Percentage  of  Total  Births 6.25 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

Cancer  Deaths 19 

Tuberculosis  Deaths 1 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL 

STATISTICS 

(a)  Live  Births 

Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate  . 

Male 

38 

3 

Female  Total 
36  74 

2 5 

TOTALS  41 

38  79 

Birth  Rate 

9.5  per  1,000  population. 

Comparibility  Factor  1.29 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  12.2  per  1,000  population. 

(b)  Still  Births 

Total  number  — 1 (legitimate) 

Still  Birth  Rate : 

0.12  per  1.000  population;  12.5  per  1,000  total  births 

(c)  Deaths 

Male  56;  Female  59;  Total  115. 

Death  Rate  . . .13.8  per  1,000  population. 

Comparability  Factor  0.65 

Corrected  Death  Rate  . 8.9  per  1,000  population. 

(d)  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  4 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 50.6 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (5  year  average 

Deaths 

1949-53)  27.6 

Number 

of  Infants 

Infant 

of  Live 

Under 

Mortality 

Year 

Births 

One  Year 

Rate 

1954 

79 

4 

50.6 

1953 

88 

— 

— 

1952 

93 

5 

53.7 

1951 

84 

3 

35.7 

1950 

88 

2 

22.7 

1940 

. 115 

3 

26.1 

1948 

. 109 

1 

9.1 

1947 

. Ill 

6 

54.05 

1946 

. 129 

6 

46.51 
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TABLE  1 , 

DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1954 

Under  1 year 4 

1 and  under  2 years  ....  2 

2 and  under  5 years  . 

5 and  under  15  years  . 

15  and  under  25  years  . 

25  and  under  35  years  ...  3 

35  and  under  45  years  ...  2 

45  and  under  55  years  ...  4 

55  and  under  65  years  . . .15 

65  and  under  75  years  ...  28 
75  years  and  upwards  ...  57 

TOTAL  115 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  DEATHS 

Frinton  Walton  Kirby  Gt.  Holland 
Total  deaths  .46  49  16  4 

TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1954  (R.G.) 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer 

7 

12 

19 

Leukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

4 

21 

25 

Heart  Disease 

20 

11 

31 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

- 

4 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . 

— 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents  .... 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

56 

59 

115 
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TABLE  III 


INFANTILE  DEATHS 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of,  and  the  ages  at  death 
of  the  four  infantile  deaths  registered. 


Under  3-4  10-11 

1 day  months  months 

Prematurity 

Post  Op.  Shock.  Intussusception  of 

2 

Caecum 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

TOTALS 

2 1 1 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

1(a)  Staffing 

(i)  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  holds  the 
following  appointments : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban  Districts  of  Frinton 
and  Walton,  Clacton,  Brightlingsea,  and  to  the  Rural 
District  of  Tend  ring. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  specimens  are  examined  at  the  Laboratory.  Essex 
| County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Samples  of  water,  sewage,  etc.,  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent 
to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66  Victoria  Street. 
London,  S.W.l. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies,  milk 
supplies,  ice  cream,  etc.,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  Ipswich. 
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(c)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council 

(i)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(ii)  Midwives. 

(iii)  Health  Visitors. 

(iv)  Home  Helps. 

(v)  Immunisation. 

(vi)  Clinics. 

(vii)  School  Medical  Service. 

(viii)  Ambulance  Service. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  Congregational  Church  Hall,  Station 
Street,  Walton,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month. 
Women’s  Institute  Hall,  Halstead  Road,  Kirby  Cross,  on  the  2nd 
Friday  in  each  month. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  is  in 
attendance. 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  these  Clinics. 

Minor  Ailments  : 

Arrangements  are  made  for  School  Children  to  attend  the 
Clinic. 

Special  Clinics: 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Essex  County  Health 
Services  Clinic,  Skelmersdale  Road,  Clacton,  which  can  be  attended 
by  appointment. 

Women’s  Welfare. 

Ante-Natal. 

Dental. 

(d)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic  and  Psychiatric  Clinics  : 

These  are  held  at  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic, 
Skelmersdale  Road,  Clacton,  by  appointment. 

Tuberculosis  : 

A chest  clinic  is  held  at  No.  2 Shewell  Road,  Colchester,  daily, 
and  on  Friday  mornings  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Ontre, 
Skelmersdale  Road,  Clacton,  by  appointment. 

Venereal  Disease: 

Facilities  are  provided  at  the  Essex  County  Hospital. 
Colchester,  and  at  Harwich. 
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Hospitals  for  the  Chronic  Sick  : 

Heath  Hospital,  Tendring. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  : 

Myland  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Maternity  : 

Clacton  Maternity  Hospital. 

Borough  Maternity  Hospital,  Lexden  Road,  Colchester. 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  Colchester. 

General  : 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Clacton  Hospital. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  area  was  obtained  from 
the  Dedham  Pumping  Station  of  the  Tendring  Hundred  Waterworks 
Company.  The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Frinton  and 
Walton  Urban  District  in  the  twelve  months  period  ended 
31st  December,  1954,  amounted  to  168.353  million  gallons,  an 
average  daily  consumption  of  .461  million  gallons,  with  a peak  of 
.641  million  gallons  per  day 

The  total  quantity  of  water  taken  for  domestic  purposes  during 
the  year  was  141.814  million  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption 
of  .388  million  gallons.  The  total  amount  taken  through  trade 
meters  was  26.539  million  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption 
of  .073  million  gallons. 

The  total  number  of  connections  (domestic  and  trade)  made  in 
the  year  to  the  Company’s  mains  in  the  Urban  District,  amounted 
to  62. 

No  new  main  extensions  were  carried  out  in  the  Frinton  and 
Walton  District  during  the  year. 
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TENDRING  HUNDRED  WATERWORKS  COMPANY 
DEDHAM  WORKS  — WATER  ANALYSES 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

1954 


Maximum 

Minimum 

Colour 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

7.7 

7.6 

Electric  Conductivity 

870 

800 

Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides  . 

128 

108 

Hardness.  Total 

285 

270 

Carbonate 

260 

255 

Non-carbonate 

25 

15 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.0 

0.0 

Ammonical  Nitrogen 

0.32 

0.26 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.00 

0.00 

Metals.  Iron  .... 

0.25 

0.08 

Turbidity 

3 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

10 

7 

Total  Solids  .... 

560 

510 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

265 

255 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . . Less  than  0.01 

Less  than  0.01 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0.20 

0.0 

Residual  Chlorine  . 0.24 

Bacteriological  Results 

0.09 

No.  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  : 

1 day  at  37° 

C.;  2 days  at 

37*  C.;  3 days  at  20°  C. 

O per  ml. 

0 per  ml. 

0 per  ml. 

Present  in 

Absent  from 

Probable  No. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes 

Reaction  . — ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli  (Type  I)  — ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  . — ml. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Remarks 


These  samples  are  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
have  a reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  are  free  from 
metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in 
character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  conforms  to  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 
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These  are  satisfactory  results  indicative  of  a water  which  is 
pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes. 

All  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories. 

The  approximate  number,  as  revised,  of  dwelling-houses 
supplied  by  public  water  mains  is : — 

Houses  Population 

A.  Direct  to  houses  ....  3,000  7,740 

B.  Standpipes 170  510 

A number  of  cottages  in  the  village  of  Kirby-le-Soken  obtain 

water  from  an  underground  stream  which  is  piped  from  a collecting 
point  to  seven  points  in  the  main  street,  in  which  the  mains  water 
is  also  available.  The  water  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
i quantity. 

A few  houses  in  Great  Holland  rely  for  water  on  private  wells, 
which  are  kept  under  observation  and  water  samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  time  to  time.  The  nearest  water 
main  is  about  half-a-mile  distant. 

During  1954,  water  samples  from  the  mains,  and  public  and 
private  well  supplies,  were  obtained  and  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories.  In  consequence  of  unsatis- 
I;  factory  bacteriological  findings  on  a sample  of  water  obtained  from 
a private  well  serving  two  cottages  in  Great  Holland,  arrangements 
\ were  made  for  the  well  supply  to  be  abandoned  and  the  cottages 
1 connected  with  the  mains  water  supply.  Other  water  samples  were 
| found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams  Pollution 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

3.  Mortuary 

Similar  arrangements  to  1953  were  employed  in  the  supervision 
of  the  Council’s  Mortuary  in  Walton-on-Naze. 


4.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  Infested  Houses  : 

Council  Houses Nil 

Other  Houses 2 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested  : 

Council  Houses Nil 

Other  Houses 2 


Methods  Employed  in  Disinfestation 

Methods  employed  in  disinfestation  were  the  same  as  reported 
for  1953. 
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5.  Schools 

The  sanitary  condition  of  County  Primary  and  Secondary 
Modern  Schools  is  satisfactory.  Improvements  to  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  Frinton-on-Sea  County  Primary  School  were  carried  out 
during  1954.  A separate  dining-room  is  desirable  at  the  School. 
Private  Schools  were  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  action  was  commenced  to  secure  additional  closet 
accommodation  at  a small  School  situated  at  Kirby  Cross. 

Kitchen  and  food  preparation  arrangements  at  Schools  were 
satisfactory. 

6.  Byelaws 

There  are  no  additions  to  report  in  the  List  of  Byelaws 
contained  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1953. 

7.  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952 

During  1954,  the  following  adoptive  Parts  of  the  Essex  County 
Council  Act,  1952,  came  into  operation  in  the  Urban  District : — 

Part  VL 

Section  95  Smoke  from  industrial  furnaces. 

Section  103  Registration  of  hawkers  of  food  and 
premises. 

Section  105  Notification  of  premises  for  the  sale,  etc., 
of  food. 

Section  107  Slaughter  of  animals  otherwise  than  for 
human  consumption. 

Part  VII. 

Sections  109/115  Houseboats.  See  Annual  Report  for 
1953. 

8.  Refuse  Collection,  Removal  and  Disposal 

See  Annual  Report  for  1953  for  refuse  collection,  removal  and 
disposal  arrangements.  The  total  weight  of  refuse  collected  during 
1954  was  approximately  3,400  tons.  Income  from  the  collection  of 
refuse  from  trade  premises  and  camping  grounds  amounted  to  £496. 

During  the  year,  the  useful  life  of  a refuse  collection  vehicle 
came  to  an  end  following  20  years’  service,  and  it  was  replaced  by 
a Karrier  Vehicle  fitted  with  a 12  cu.  yd.  van-type  body  arranged 
for  rear-loading  on,  a movable  floor. 

In  April,  the  Council  introduced  a municipal  hire-dustbin 
service  for  dwelling-houses  as  provided  by  Section  75  (3)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Rate-paying  owners/occupiers  are  required 
by  Notice  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with  sufficient  sanitary  dust- 
bins within  a period  of  21  days,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so  the  Council 
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supply  hire-bins  at  an  annual  charge  of  5/-d.  per  dustbin.  The 
service  is  operating  satisfactorily.  Facilities  are  available  to  house- 
holders, should  they  so  desire,  to  purchase  dustbins  from  the 
Council. 

9.  Salvage 

The  weight  and  value  of  salvage  collected  and  sold  during  the 
>ear  are  given  in  the  following  summary. 

Waste  Paper  . . . 65£  tons  £516^ 

Metals,  Textiles,  etc.  . 3J  tons  £ 56| 

Totals  68|  tons  £573j 

10.  Street  Scavenging 

District  roads  totalling  15.97  miles  are  regularly  scavenged  by 
street  sweepers  supplied  with  orderly  trucks,  the  more  important 
roads  being  swept  daily.  By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council 
the  cleansing  of  12.32  miles  of  classified  roads  is  also  undertaken 
by  the  Council.  Investigation  is  being  made  into  the  possibility  of 
operating  electrically  driven  street  orderly  trucks. 

Street  gullies  are  cleansed  regularly  by  mechanical  means, 
under  contract. 

A trailer  gritting  machine  is  available  for  use  in  frosty  or  icy 

I1  ioad  conditions  and  the  Council  possess  a snow  plough  for  use 
with  a tractor  when  required. 

1 1.  Public  Conveniences 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  work  was  commenced  on 
the  construction  of  new  public  conveniences,  having  hand-washing 
facilities,  for  both  sexes  in  Old  Way,  Frinton-on-Sea.  The  Con- 
veniences should  be  completed  and  ready  for  use  early  in  1955.  The 
site  is  only  a short  distance  from  Connaught  Avenue,  and  the 
Conveniences  will  be  easily  accessible  to  shoppers. 

Details  of  public  lavatory  accommodation  in  the  Urban 
District  are  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1953. 

The  Council  is  giving  consideration  to  the  enlargement  and 
modernization  of  the  Central  and  Church  Road  Car  Park  Con- 
veniences in  Walton-on-Naze,  and  also  the  Connaught  Avenue 
(Greensward)  Conveniences  in  Frinton-on-Sea. 

Income  from  public  lavatories  during  the  year  under  review 
amounted  to  £1,752. 

12.  Sewerage  and  Drainage 

(a)  Sewerage.  At  Frinton  the  sewers  are  laid  to  a sea  out-fall 


13 


situated  to  the  west  of  the  town  and  opposite  the  Golf  Course  where 
discharge  is  by  gravitation  at  all  states  of  the  tide.  Overflow  in  the 
case  of  exceptional  storm  discharge  to  the  sea  at  two  other  points 
on  the  Front. 

The  sewage  at  Walton  gravitates  to  storage  tanks  at  the  sewage 
works  from  which  it  is  pumped  through  a sea  out-fall  at  certain 
stages  of  tide  which  take  the  effluent  away  from  the  shore.  During 
storms  the  additional  flow  is  conveyed  through  a storm  sewer  laid 
along  Mill  Lane  and  discharged  into  the  Walton  Channel. 

Sewage  from  Kirby  Cross  and  Lower  Kirby  is  treated  at  sewage 
works  off  Makings  Lane,  the  effluent  discharging  into  a water- 
course. A small  sewerage  system  at  Great  Holland  is  connected 
to  treatment  works  near  Church  Lane,  and  a scheme  is  now  being 
prepared  by  Consulting  Engineers  for  the  construction  of  a small 
modern  plant  situated  several  hundred  yards  further  away  from  the 
dwelling  houses  in  Church  Lane,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  existing 
works. 

A decision  has  not  yet  been  reached  regarding  the  major 
sewerage  scheme  prepared  by  Consulting  Engineers  for  the  whole 
of  the  urban  district.  From  discussions  with  the  Area  Planning 
Officer  on  the  Town  Map  proposals  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
County  Development  Plan  under  the  1947  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  it  was  apparent  that  the  population  figures  on  which 
the  pre-war  scheme  had  been  based  anticipated  a more  rapid 
increase  in  population  than  is  now  thought  possible. 

The  planning  estimates  for  the  population  of  the  district  in 
1973  is  11,000  and  the  Consulting  Engineers  are  to  revise  their 
scheme,  the  Council  asking  that  this  now  be  based  on  a more 
realistic  figure  of  15,000. 

There  were  no  sewer  extensions  or  new  sewers  constructed 
during  the  year  under  review. 

(b)  Drainage*  Conditions  in  Great  Holland  and  Kirby-le- 
Soken  remain  substantially  the  same  as  described  briefly  in  previous 
Reports.  Owners  of  properties  are  persuaded  to  connect  drainage 
systems  with  mains  sewers  where  this  is  practicable,  but  until 
additional  public  sewers  are  made  available  in  Great  Holland  and 
Lower  and  Upper  Kirby,  many  houses  will  remain  with  cesspit 
systems  of  drainage. 

A summary  of  the  principal  drainage  improvements  is  given 
on  page  17. 

In  April,  1954,  the  Council  agreed  to  share  with  householders 
the  cost  of  cleansing  drainage  cesspits  at  regular  intervals,  by  the 
use  of  a hired  cesspit  emptying  vehicle.  It  had  been  anticipated 
that  the  concession  would  mean  considerably  more  requests  by 
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householders  to  the  Council  to  arrange  for  the  cleansing  of  cess- 
pits, but  this  had  not  proved  to  be  the  case  up  to  the  end  of 
December.  It  is  hoped  that  the  demand  will  increase  as  the  service 
becomes  established  and  better  known. 


(c)  Closet  Accommodation  (Amended  Figures) 


Pail-closets  in  the  Urban  District 
Chemical  closets  in  the  Urban  District 
Cesspits  in  the  Urban  District  . 

Wells  in  the  Urban  District 
Houses  having  cesspits  and  wells 


200  approx. 


48 

120 

20 

7 


99 

99 

99 

99 


13.  Mosquito  Destruction 

The  spraying  of  mass  breeding  areas  with  Larvicide  is  carried 
out  at  the  appropriate  season  of  the  year. 


14.  Port  Sanitation 

No  action  was  required  under  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations. 


15.  Petroleum  Regulations 

During  1954,  licences  authorizing  the  keeping  of  20,380  gallons 
of  petroleum-spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures  were  granted  by  the 
Council  in  respect  of  20  premises.  All  premises  at  which  petroleum- 
spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures  are  stored  are  inspected  from  time 
to  time  to  ensure  that  there  is  compliance  with  Licence  Conditions. 
A pneumatic  test  is  applied  to  new  petrol  storage  tanks,  the 
installation  of  which  is  supervised. 

16.  Sunshine  and  Rainfall 

Readings  have  been  taken  throughout  the  year  by  the 
meteorological  observer  at  Walton-on-Naze.  The  total  sunshine 
for  the  twelve  months,  January  to  December  was  1484.8  hours, 
with  a maximum  monthly  total  of  182.8  during  June,  and  a maxi- 
mum daily  total  of  14.3  hours  of  sunshine  on  June  30th. 

During  the  same  period  21.93  inches  of  rain  fell,  the  heaviest 
monthly  total  being  for  August,  when  4.14  inches  fell,  with  a 
reading  of  0.88  inches  on  August  9th. 

There  was  no  rain  on  174  days  of  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits  and  Inspections 

Nature  of  Inspections  No.  of  Inspections 

Sanitary  Nuisances 61 

Infectious  Disease  Investigation  . . 31 

Drainage 74 

Food  Inspections 69 

Food  Vehicles 24 

Bakeries 41 

Butcher’s  Premises 59 

Fish-Frying  Premises 15 

Ice-Cream  Premises  and  Vehicles  ...  28 

Hotel  Kitchens 8 

Restaurant  Kitchens 33 

Hawkers’  Food  Stores 9 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 34 

Licensed  Premises  . 5 

Slaughterhouses 2 

Other  Food  Premises 17 

Camping  Grounds 57 

Beach  Estates 5 

Caravans 17 

Special  Treatment  Premises  ....  3 

Factories  and  Workplaces 45 

Public  Conveniences  88 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ....  38 

Mortuary 2 

Shops  Act . 17 

Water  Supply 15 

Petroleum  Regulations 27 

Rodent  Control 29 

Tenancy  Applications 35 

Schools  ........  7 

Cinemas 2 

Houseboats 13 

Hairdressers’  Establishments  ....  5 

Miscellaneous 32 


16 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Preliminary  Notices,  including  letters  and  verbal  instructions  373 
Statutory  Notices  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  60 
Statutory  Notices  under  Housing  Acts  ....  2 

Statutory  Notices  under  Shops  Act 1 

DETAILS  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 
Housing  Improvements 

Roofs  repaired 17 

Gutters  and  spouting  repaired  or  renewed  . 11 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 10 

Rainwater  butts  provided 3 

Chimney  repairs 5 

External  brickwork  repaired 11 

Walls  cement  rendered 7 

Damp  walls  treated 4 

Floors  renewed 12 

Floors  repaired 6 

Floor  ventilation  improved 4 

Ceilings  repaired 8 

Wallplaster  repaired  or  renewed 13 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 4 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 5 

Windows,  additional,  provided 2 

Cooking  ranges  renewed 2 

Cooking  ranges  repaired 4 

Fireplaces  installed 2 

Larder  ventilation  provided 3 

Yards  paved  in  cement  concrete 2 

Baths  provided 2 

Basement  space  cleansed 1 

Bedrooms  converted  into  combined  baths/W.C.’s  . 2 

Drainage  Improvements 

Drainage  systems  renewed 2 

Drains  repaired 21 

Drains  unblocked  and  cleansed 14 

Anti-flood  valves  installed 1 

Pail-closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 3 

Drains  examined  and  tested 23 

Drainage  cesspits  cleansed 31 

Drainage  ditch  re-piped *1 

Drainage  ditches  cleansed t2 

Rainwater  soakaways  provided 3 

* 25  yards.  f 250  yards. 
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Rainwater  soakaways  improved  ....  2 

Sewer  connections 2 

Cesspits  abolished 1 

Cesspits  repaired  and  improved 5 

W.C.  accommodation  re-built 3 

W.G  accommodation  repaired  and  improved  . 12 

W.C.  accommodation  cleansed  and  decorated  . 11 

W.C.  pans  provided 9 

W.C.  flushing  system  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 10 

Kitchen  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ....  4 

Urinal  accommodation  improved  ....  4 

Urinals,  automatic  flushes  provided  ....  2 

Wash-basins  provided 2 

Water  Supply 

Water  samples  examined 8 

Mains  water  connected  to  houses  ....  2 

Well  supply  abolished 1 

Water  supply,  internal,  provided 2 

Water  service  pipes  repaired 4 

Water  service  pipes  renewed 2 

Miscellaneous 

Animal  nuisances  abated 4 

Animals  destroyed  by  R.S.P.C.A 11 

Rubbish  accumulations  removed 9 

Trees,  overhanging  houses,  cut  down  ....  8 

Stagnant  water  removed 2 

Wasps  nests  destroyed 8 

Overgrown  land  cleared 5 

Rooms  cleansed 14 

Rooms  disinfested 14 

Concrete  standings  provided  for  dustbins  ...  7 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided 82 

Rabbit  destruction  by  Council,  cliff  faces  ...  1 

Offices  redecorated 2 

Offices,  natural  lighting  improved  ....  2 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

Some  45  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  the  57  power 
and  25  non-power  factories  on  the  Register.  The  only  matters 
calling  for  attention  were  lack  of  cleanliness  and  defective  decora- 
tion of  closet  accommodation  in  respect  of  two  premises.  The 
defects  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  Managements,  and  rectified 
immediately.  The  premises  of  nine  out-workers,  employed  as 
operators  in  the  manufacture  of  gloves,  curtains,  etc.,  and  shoes, 
were  each  visited  during  the  year  to  ensure  that  the  work  is  being 
undertaken  under  satisfactory  sanitary  conditions. 


SECTION  D 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Food  Premises 


(a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by  type  of 
business,  is  given  in  the  appended  summary. 

Walton-  Frinton-  Kirby  Lower  Great 


on-Naze 

Groceries  & Provisions  1 1 


Restaurants  19 

Seasonal  Refreshment 

Premises  9 

Butchers’  Shops  . 5 

Confectioners  7 

Bakeries  & Cake  Shops  5 

8 Wet  & Fried  Fish 

Shops  ...  5 

Greengrocers  & 

Fruiterers  6 

B Dairies  ...  1 

School  Canteens  . 1 

Hawkers 


Totals  69 


on-Sea  Cross  Kirby  Holland 
10  5 2 2 

6 


4 2 

8 2 

9 2 

2 1 

5 1 

2 - 1 

3 1 


49  14  3 2 


(b)  The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 
Section  1 4 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  : — 


Butchers  . 11 

Fried  Fish  Shops  5 

Shell-fish  ...  1 

Provision  Merchants  2 

Ice-Cream  Premises . 51_ 

70 


(c)  The  number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  is  1. 

(d)  The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 
carried  out  during  1954  was  approximately  161. 

(e)  Condemned  food  is  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
disposal  site  by  incineration. 

Milk  Supply 

One  dairyman  discontinued  business  and  closed  his  premises 
in  Kirby-le-Soken  during  the  year.  Another  dairyman  abandoned 
the  bulk  purchasing  of  milk  for  treatment  and  bottling  at  registered 
premises  in  Walton-on -Naze,  in  favour  of  the  purchase  of  bottled 
milk  supplied  ready  for  delivery  to  the  consumer.  Consequently, 
only  one  registered  dairy  in  Frinton-on-Sea  remained  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  dairy  processes,  including  the 
pasteurization  of  milk,  are  carried  out  at  the  premises  which  are 
in  good  condition  and  provided  with  modem  equipment. 

Three  buildings  in  the  Urban  District  are  in  use  for  the  storage 
of  bottled  milk  pending  delivery,  and  bottled  milk  is  sold  at  and 
from  three  milk  shops.  During  the  year,  two  of  the  milk  stores  were 
cleaned  and  redecorated  following  informal  action  by  the  Council, 
and  two  refrigerators  were  repainted. 

Satisfactory  reports  were  received  on  a number  of  washed  milk 
bottle  specimens  sent  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  in  Ipswich. 

Licences  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special  designations  Tuber- 
culin Tested  and  Pasteurised  in  relation  to  milk  sold  locally  were 
granted  to  four  retailers. 

Bakeries 

A number  of  miscellaneous  improvements  and  repairs  were 
carried  out  to  the  ten  bakehouses  in  the  District.  Supervision  of 
bakeries  is  very  necessary  during  the  summer,  when  the  heavy 
seasonal  demand  has  been  found  sometimes  to  lead  to  some  laxity 
in  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

A bakery  at  Kirby  Cross  was  very  greatly  improved  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  when  electrically-operated  baking  ovens  were 
introduced  to  replace  solid  fuel  ovens  fired  from  within  the  premises. 
The  space  previously  occupied  by  the  latter  ovens  has  been  utilized 
in  extending  the  bakery,  and  a very  good  improvement  has  resulted. 

Efforts  are  being  directed  to  securing  similar  improvements  in 
respect  of  two  other  bakeries  in  which  solid  fuel  ovens,  fired  from 
within  the  bakeries,  are  provided. 
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Ice-Cream 

During  the  year,  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  was  discon- 
tinued at  three  registered  premises.  There  are  now  no  manufac- 
turers of  the  commodity  in  the  Urban  District.  The  premises  of 
the  5 1 vendors  of  ice-cream  were  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and 
arrangements  for  the  storage  and  handling,  and  the  cleansing  and 
sterilization  of  equipment,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  to 
comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Meat  Supply 

The  free  marketing  of  meat  was  resumed  about  July,  1954, 
when  the  Government  discontinued  trading  in  meat  following  the 
end  of  meat  rationing.  The  majority  of  local  butchers  has  since 
arranged  to  purchase  meat  through  wholesale  suppliers,  and  one  or 
two  to  have  live  animals  slaughtered  in  a licensed  slaughterhouse 
in  an  adjacent  District.  The  condition  of  meat  vans  used  for  trans- 
porting supplies  to  local  butchers’  premises  are  kept  under  observa- 
tion, together  with  the  handling  of  the  meat  by  van-men.  The 
meat  is  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  as  occasion  arises. 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  but  it  is  not 
used  regularly  or  to  any  extent.  It  is  a small  building  and  is 
poorly  sited  in  that  it  abuts  on  to  the  main  highway  and  adjoins 
residential  properties,  and  should  be  closed  when  possible. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  came  into  operation  on  5th 
July,  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954,  on 
1st  October. 

Food  Hygiene 

Advice  and  instruction  in  matters  affecting  food  hygiene  are 
given  food  handlers  during  regular  and  casual  visits  to  premises  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  remind 
food  shop  proprietors  and  staffs  of  their  responsibilities  under  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Local  Byelaws  relating  to  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food.  Much  remains  to  be 
accomplished  in  this  important  matter  and  a further  twelve  months’ 
experience  is  convincing  evidence  that  a satisfactory  standard  of 
food  hygiene  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  regular  supervision  by 
Public  Health  Officials,  possibly  the  more  so  in  seaside  holiday 
resorts  where  uninterested  casual  persons  are  employed  for  the 
season. 

Food  Samples 

A number  of  specimens  of  artificial  cream-filled  confectionery, 
obtained  during  August  and  early  September  from  local  bakeries 
and  cake  shops,  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
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Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Ipswich.  Some  of  the  reports 
received  were  far  from  satisfactory.  All  the  premises  concerned 
were  visited  and  investigations  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
methods  employed  in  the  preparation  of  confectionery,  and  the 
production  of  the  unsatisfactory  reports  was  most  helpful  in  con- 
vincing shop  proprietors  and  staffs  that  kitchen  hygiene  improve- 
ments were  very  necessary. 

It  was  found  that  in  nearly  all  the  bakeries  a handleless  cellu- 
loid scraper  was  employed  in  transferring  whisked  cream  to  linen 
savoy  bags,  from  which  the  cream  is  squeezed  into  the  confec- 
tionery; and  it  was  observed  during  the  operation  that  the  thumb 
of  the  user  of  the  appliance  invariably  came  into  contact  with  the 
cream.  The  potential  danger  of  contamination  of  the  cream  in  the 
way  described  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  proprietors,  and  as  a 
result  the  practice  was  discontinued. 

Samples  of  other  foods  were  sent  for  examination  during  the 
year,  but  in  no  case  were  pathogenic  bacteria  isolated. 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  summer,  numerous  visitors  to  a combined 
Restaurant/Guest  House  in  Walton-on-Naze  developed  diarrhoea 
and  vomiting  of  sudden  onset  lasting  up  to  24  hours  or  so.  Investi- 
gations at  the  premises  were  commenced  on  receipt  of  notification, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  a number  of  members  of  the  kitchen 
staff  had  suffered  the  same  illness. 

It  was  found  on  medial  inspection  of  all  staff  personnel  that 
one  member  who  was  employed  in  the  prepation  of  food  was  suffer- 
ing from  a chronic  pustular  skin  condition.  It  appeared  that  this 
person  was  the  most  likely  source  of  contamination  of  the  food, 
and  it  was  arranged  for  her  to  receive  medical  treatment  and  to  be 
employed  elsewhere.  No  further  cases  were  reported  from  this 
establishment.  It  is  stressed  to  proprietors  that  persons  who  suffer 
from  obvious  skin  diseases,  such  as  boils>  whitlows,  or  discharging 
ears  should  not  be  employed  as  food  handlers,  but  it  is  surprising 
how  frequently  such  persons  are  seen  to  be  so  employed. 

Improvements  to  Foodsfaops 

The  principal  improvements  carried  out 
the  year  are  given  in  the  appended  summary 
Shop  ventilation  improvements  . 

Shop  natural  lighting  improved 
Shop  ceiling  skylights  provided 
Shop  kitchens  extended 
Shop  kitchens  redecorated 
Shops  and  kitchens  redecorated 


to  foodshops  during 
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Shop  floor  repairs 2 

Floors  cleansed 3 

Ceilings  boarded  over 1 

Yards  paved 1 

Refrigerators  cleansed  and  repainted  ....  2 

Drainage  improvements 3 

Doors  painted 2 

Staff  W.C.  accommodation  cleansed  and  decorated  4 

Staff  W.C.  accommodation  improved  ....  3 

Food  hawker’s  store  repaired,  cleansed  and  decorated  . 1 

Food  hawkers’  premises,  internal  walls  repaired  and 

decorated 3 

Food  hawker’s  vehicle  replaced 1 

Vehicles  improved 3 

Paved  entrances  provided  to  food  stores  ...  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  ‘wash-hand’  Notices  provided  6 

Refrigerated  window  display  counters  provided  . 2 

Covered  glass  showcases  provided  ....  4 

Improved  hot  water  supplies  provided  ....  7 

Cleansing  and  redecoration  of  kitchen  furniture  . . 3 

Replacement  of  defective  service  counter  ...  1 

Soap  and  towels  provided 3 

Licensed  premises  improved  glass-washing  arrangements 

provided 1 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

It  was  necessary  during  1954  to  apply  to  the  Gacton  Justices 
for  an  Order  under  the  above  Acts  to  remove  to  Hospital  an  elderly 
lady,  resident  in  Frinton-on-Sea,  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  An 
Order  was  granted  for  the  maximum  permitted  period  of  three 
months,  and  the  lady  was  duly  removed  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Colchester.  The  vacated  house  was  subsequently  given  suitable 
treatment  by  the  Council  and  the  County  Welfare  Department  in 
J liaison. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Because  of  pressure  of  other  duties,  it  was  not  found  possible 
during  the  year  to  completely  revise  the  Register  of  Shops  in  the 
1 area,  although  a commencement  was  made.  Some  27  inspections 
i of  shop  premises  were  carried  out  under  Section  38  of  the  Act,  as 
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a result  of  which  a few  improvements  to  staff  sanitary  and  hand- 
washing facilities  were  secured  and  lighting  and  ventilation  of  shops 
improved.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  necessary  for  formal 
action  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  requiring  the  reconstruction  of 
unsuitable  and  insufficient  lavatory  accommodation  attached  to  a 
group  of  lock-up  shops  in  Kirby  Cross.  The  owner  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  Notice,  and  Court  proceedings  will 
probably  be  taken  by  the  Council  in  the  new  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

Thirty-one  visits  of  investigation  were  made  in  connection  with 
infectious  disease  control. 

Rooms  and  contents  fumigated  ...  25 

Caravans  and  contents  fumigated  ...  4 

Hutment  and  stores  attached  to  Seasonal 

camp  fumigated 3 

Bedding  steam  disinfected  ....  5 Lots 

Bedding  and  clothing  destroyed  ...  5 Lots 


RODENT  CONTROL 


No  special  difficulties  arose  in  connection  with  the  routine 
work  of  rat  and  mouse  destruction  and  control.  All  complaints 
received  were  investigated,  and  included  the  inspection  and  treat- 
ment as  found  necessary  of  surrounding  properties  and  land.  Survey 
and  treatment  was  regularly  carried  out  in  respect  of  a few  localised 
areas  known  to  be  subject  to  some  infestation.  Most  of  the  farms 
were  visited  during  the  year.  Eleven  infested  overgrown  plots  were 
cleared  of  overgrowths,  and  the  land  subsequently  treated,  following 
informal  action.  Dwelling-houses  are  treated  by  the  Council  4 free 
of  charge.’ 

Council  undertakings  were  regularly  treated  during  the  year, 
particular  attention  being  given  to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Site  and 
Sewerage  Systems. 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 


Meat 

Ham,  10  tins,  112  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue,  2 tins,  12  lbs. 
Luncheon  Meat,  12  tins. 


Steak,  4 tins,  4 lbs. 
Red  Heart,  1 tin,  J lb. 


23J  lbs. 


Fish 

Sardines,  1 tin,  \ lb. 
Pilchards,  1 tin,  1 lb. 


Shrimps,  3 tins,  11  £ lbs. 
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Fruit 

Pineapple,  9 tins,  9 lbs. 
Peaches,  1 tin,  2 lbs. 
Cherries,  14  tins,  14  lbs. 

Milk 

Evaporated  Milk,  13  tins, 
13  lbs. 

Vegetables 

Peas,  2 tins,  2 lbs. 

Other  Foods 

Soup.  1 tin.  2 lbs. 

Jam,  2 tins,  8 lbs. 
Marmalade,  1 tin,  2 lbs. 


Apricots,  14  tins,  14  lbs. 
Pears,  3 tins,  6 lbs. 
Tomatoes,  3 tins,  3 lbs. 


Carrots,  6 tins.  6 lbs. 


Grapefruit  Juice,  3 tins,  3 lbs. 
Dog  Meat,  2 tins,  2 lbs. 


CAMPING  GROUNDS 

There  are  seven  seasonal  camping  grounds  in  Walton-on-Naze, 
and  they  are  controlled  by  means  of  licenses  granted  by  the  Council 
to  site  operators  under  the  provisions  of  Section  269,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  Site  operators  are  required  to  comply  with  a set  of 
License  Conditions  designed  to  secure  satisfactory  sanitary  con- 
ditions of  site  and  include  a minimum  standard  for  the  provision 
of  closets,  waste  disposal  points,  water  supply,  refuse  storage,  space 
between  moveable  dwellings  and  otherwise  to  ensure  good  con- 
ditions. Sanitary  blocks,  housing  water-closets  and  washing  facilities 
on  sites  are  connected  by  drains  with  the  town  sewers.  Mains  water 
is  provided  on  all  sites. 

A number  of  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
One  site  was  provided  with  an  additional  sanitary  block  following 
action  taken  by  the  Council,  and  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year  in  the  provision  of  further  lavatory  accommodation  on 
another  site.  Electric  light  was  voluntarily  made  available  by  the 
site  operator  to  120  caravans,  and  numerous  minor  improvements 
were  carried  out  to  other  sites. 

Refuse  is  collected  and  removed  by  the  Council  from  all  camp- 
ing grounds  at  the  expense  of  site  operators,  and  the  arrangement 
is  satisfactory. 

Caravans  in  occupation  on  Licensed  Sites  during  the  season 
of  1954  numbered  750. 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 

General 

Some  308  inspections  were  made  of  142  dwelling  houses  during 
the  year  under  review  and  the  principal  improvements,  carried  out 
as  a result  of  action  taken  by  the  Council,  are  contained  in  the 
summary  on  pages  17  & 18.  57  dwellings  were  made  reasonably  fit 
for  habitation,  and  this  number  includes  14  premises  in  respect  of 
which  major  works  of  renovation  and  improvement  were  under- 
taken. 

There  are  no  slum  areas  in  the  District.  Frinton-on-Sea  is 
fortunate  in  that  it  is  a comparatively  new  town,  and  few  of  the 
permanent  houses  are  old  and  irreparable  in  the  true  sense.  The 
township  of  Walton-on-Naze  and  the  villages  of  Great  Holland  and 
Kirby-le-Soken,  however,  are  in  a different  category  and  a number 
of  old  houses  are  unfit  and  cannot  be  rendered  fit  for  habitation  at 
a reasonable  cost  to  owners.  There  are  also  house  properties  in 
need  of  renovation  and  repair,  as  well  as  the  introduction  of  modern 
conveniences.  The  provision  of  a bathroom  and  constant  supply 
of  hot  water,  and  internal  water-closet,  should  be  regarded  as  a 
necessity  for  every  dwelling. 

A survey  of  the  area  was  commenced  in  November,  1954,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  unfit  houses  which  appear  to  be 
liable  for  demolition.  It  is  expected  that  sufficient  data  will  have 
been  obtained  by  the  Autumn  of  1955  to  provide  the  Council  with 
an  approximation  of  the  local  housing  problem. 

A number  of  enquiries  were  received  in  relation  to  the  “ repairs 
increase  ” of  rents  of  controlled  houses  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954),  but  no  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were 
received  from  house  tenants. 

Hutted  Camp 

Five  families  remained  in  occupation  of  Hutments  at  the 
Hutted  Camp,  Great  Holland,  at  the  end  of  December.  All  Hut- 
ments should  be  vacated  by  the  end  of  February,  1 955,  however,  in 
consequence  of  an  Order  granting  the  Council  possession  of  the 
Hutments  following  application  to  the  County  Court. 

Requisitioned  Accommodation 

A total  of  ten  units  of  accommodation,  comprising  eight  houses 
and  two  Flats,  were  released  from  requisition.  The  Council  still 
hold  30  houses  under  requisition,  and  these  will  be  released  and 
handed  back  to  owners  as  soon  as  vacated. 
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Re-Housing  of  Inadequately  Housed  Persons 

Eighteen  families  were  re-housed  in  Council  houses  during 
1 954.  The  number  of  inadequately  housed  families  on  the  Council’s 
Waiting  List  for  housing  or  re-housing  accommodation  had  been 

reduced  to  116. 

Council  Houses 

Twelve  further  three-bedroom  Council  houses  on  the  Bemerton 
Housing  Estate,  Kirby  Cross,  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 


There  are  191  Council  houses  in 

the  area,  viz.  : — 

Frinton-on-Sea 

17 

Walton-on-Naze 

68 

Kirby-le-Soken 

88 

Great  Holland 

18 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  tenders  were  invited  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  sewers  at  the  proposed  new  site  for  32  houses 
and  8 bungalows  at  Second  Avenue,  Walton-on-Naze.  Ministry 
approval  for  the  house  building  tenders  were  also  obtained. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  erection  of  Unity  Houses 
at  Halstead  Road,  Kirby-fe-Soken. 

Total  Houses  erected  since  1946  : 


1946  — 

1947  — 

1948  ...  4 

1949  ...  18 

1950  ...  6 

1951  — 

1952  ...  26 

1953  ...  30 

1954  ...  12 


96 

Building  licences  issued  up  to  November  10th,  1954,  when 
licensing  ceased  : — 

Ministry  of  Works  41  licences  for  45  dwellings. 
Council  20  licences  for  21  dwellings. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  in  1954  by  private  enterprise 
was  52. 
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1*  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year  1954 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 142 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 308 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .71 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 

Informal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .57 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 and  10  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners 2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

legal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners 1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ....  — 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936: 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
made  fit  


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  1954 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

~ 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Para-Typhoid 

1 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

5 

- 

- 

Measles 

9 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

1 

- 

Hepatitis 

11 

2 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

43 

5 

- 

Distribution  of  the  cases  notified 

Frinton 

Walton 

Kirby  Gt.  Holland 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

- 

1 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Para-Typhoid 

. 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

1 

- 

Measles 

2 

4 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

. 

6 

- 

- 

Hepatitis  . 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 Erysipelas 

. 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS  15 

18 

7 

3 
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Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

During  the  year  30  infants  received  the  primary  diphtheria 
immunisation  course  at  the  clinics,  and  a further  14  received  a 
boosting  dose.  Similarly  15  infants  were  protected  against 
whooping  cough.  Family  doctors  immunised  an  additional  34 
children  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Cancer 


19  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease,  giving  a rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  2.3.  Of  this  number  7 were  males 
and  12  females. 

Number  of  Deaths 


Site  of  Cancer 

Male 

Female 

Stomach 

, . 

- 

2 

Lungs 

. 

1 

- 

Breast 

. . 

- 

3 

Uterus 

. . 

. 

2 

Other  sites 

. . 

6 

5 

Age  Groups  at  Death  from  this  Disease 


Male  Female  Total 
1 1 

2 2 

1 1 

3 3 6 

4 5 9 


in  group  30  and  under  40  years, 
in  group  40  and  under  50  years, 
in  group  50  and  under  60  years, 
in  group  60  and  under  70  years, 
in  group  70  and  upwards. 


Cancer  deaths  rates  for  Frinton  and  Walton  since  1933 


(per  1,000  Population) : 

1933  . . 2.7 

1944 

. . 3.3 

1934 

. . 1.6 

1945 

. . 3.6 

1935 

. . 0.9 

1946 

. . 3.2 

1936 

. . 1.6 

1947 

. . 1.8 

1937 

. . 2.0 

1948 

. . 2.6 

1938 

. . 1.8 

1949 

. . 2.8 

1939 

. . 2.6 

1950 

. . 2.7 

1940 

. . 1.9 

1951 

. . 2.7 

1941 

. . 2.0 

1952 

. . 3.2 

1942 

. . 2.3 

1953 

. . 2.5 

1943 

. . 2.0 

1954 

. . 2.3 
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Tuberculosis 

Particulars  of  cases  notified  and  deaths  occurring  during  the 
year  1 954  are  given  below  : 


Ages 
in 

Years  _ 

0-1  . 
t-5  . 

5-15 
15-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 
65  upwards  - 

TOTALS  T 


New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M F M F 


Deaths 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


M 


M 


New  Cases  1 Deaths  1 

Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  since  1939  : 


Year 

1939 

11940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

The  following  figures  give  i 
at  the  end  of  1954  : 

I Respiratory  Male  24 
Respiratory  Female  . 14 

— 

TOTALS  38 


New  Cases  Deaths 
7 5 

3 2 

5 4 

4 4 

3 2 

4 1 

5 1 

2 1 

11  1 

7 2 

2 3 

1 2 

1 
2 
7 

1 1 

number  of  cases  on  the  Register 

Non-Respiratory  Male  . 3 

Non-Respiratory  Female  4 

7 


Total  Cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1954  ...  45 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases — Cont. 


Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

Totals 

Age  Groups  in  years 

1-5  ... 

M 

F 

M 

F 

5-15  .... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

15-25  .... 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 

25-35  .... 

5 

5 

2 

1 

13 

35-45  .... 

6 

4 

- 

10 

45-55  .... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

55-65  .... 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

65  upwards  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTALS 

24 

14 

3 

4 

r«r 
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